AP Literature 12th Grade Summer Assignment 2026-2027
Welcome to your SENIOR year! For your summer assignment, you will:

1) Write the first draft of your college personal statements.
Complete ONE of the following:
a. Answer TWO of the UC Personal Insight Questions (max 350 words each)
b. Answer ONE of the Common Application Essay Prompts (650 words)
Turn your essays into turnitin.com by Friday, August 7th at 11:59 pm
i.  ClassID: 53128198
ii.  Enrollment Password: corebaby

2) Read Chapter 1 (Quest) and reread Chapter 12 (Symbols) from How to Read Literature
Like a Professor. Be prepared for a closed book, multiple choice test on this reading the
first day of school. If you are unable to purchase your own copy, google “how to read
literature like a professor revised pdf” to find an online version.

3) Read one of the following bildungsromans (coming of age stories): The Catcher in the
Rye by ].D. Salinger, How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez, Jane Eyre by
Charlotte Bronte or The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri. We have copies of The Catcher in the
Rye for you to borrow; however, if you choose one of the other books, you must purchase
your own copy.. Be prepared for a closed book, no note, AP-style literary analysis essay
on Friday, August 14, 2026.

Summaries from Amazon.com

a. Catcher in the Rye by ].D. Salinger (1951): The hero-narrator of The
Catcher in the Rye is an ancient child of sixteen, a native New Yorker named
Holden Caulfield. Through circumstances that tend to preclude adult,
secondhand description, he leaves his prep school in Pennsylvania and goes
underground in New York City for three days, grappling with feelings of
loneliness, grief, and alienation. His search for something genuine in a world
that feels insincere and superficial remains urgent and unmistakably modern.

b. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez (1991):
Acclaimed writer Julia Alvarez’s beloved first novel gives voice to four sisters
as they grow up in two cultures. The Garcia sisters—Carla, Sandra, Yolanda,
and Sofia—and their family must flee their home in the Dominican Republic
after their father’s role in an attempt to overthrow brutal dictator Rafael
Trujillo is discovered. They arrive in New York City in 1960 to a life far
removed from their existence in the Caribbean. In the wondrous but not
always welcoming U.S.A., their parents try to hold on to their old ways as the


http://amazon.com

girls try to find new lives: by straightening their hair and wearing American
fashions, and by forgetting their Spanish. For them, it is at once liberating and
excruciating to be caught between the old world and the new. Here they tell
their stories about being at home—and not at home—in America.

c. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (1847): A novel of intense power and
intrigue, Jane Eyre has dazzled generations of readers with its depiction of a
woman's quest for freedom. Having grown up an orphan in the home of her
cruel aunt and at a harsh charity school, Jane Eyre becomes an independent
and spirited survivor-qualities that serve her well as governess at Thornfield
Hall. But when she finds love with her sardonic employer, Rochester, the
discovery of his terrible secret forces her to make a choice. Should she stay
with him whatever the consequences or follow her convictions, even if it
means leaving her beloved?

d. The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (2003): Meet the Ganguli family, new
arrivals from Calcutta, trying their best to become Americans even as they
pine for home in this immersive family saga. The name they bestow on their
firstborn, Gogol, betrays all the conflicts of honoring tradition in a new world
— conflicts that will haunt Gogol on his own winding coming-of-age path
through divided loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching love affairs.

DETAILS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES!



2026-2027 FRESHMAN UC PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS

**Check the UC Website to Verify Questions and View an Informational Video**
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/perso

nal-insight-questions.html

Directions: Although for the actual UC application you will write four of the eight essays, for
THIS summer assignment, you will write on TWO of the prompts. Each response is limited
to a maximum of 350 words. On the top of your assignment, write the prompt and your
word count.

Questions & Guidance (taken from the UC website)

Remember, the personal questions are just that — personal. Which means you should use
our guidance for each question just as a suggestion in case you need help. The important
thing is expressing who you are, what matters to you and what you want to share with UC.

1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively
influenced others, helped resolve disputes or contributed to group efforts over time.

Things to consider: A leadership role can mean more than just a title. It can mean being a
mentor to others, acting as the person in charge of a specific task, or taking the lead role in
organizing an event or project. Think about what you accomplished and what you learned
from the experience. What were your responsibilities?

Did you lead a team? How did your experience change your perspective on leading others?
Did you help to resolve an important dispute at your school, church, in your community or
an organization? And your leadership role doesn’t necessarily have to be limited to school
activities. For example, do you help out or take care of your family?

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem
solving, original and innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a few. Describe how
you express your creative side.

Things to consider: What does creativity mean to you? Do you have a creative skill that is
important to you? What have you been able to do with that skill? If you used creativity to
solve a problem, what was your solution? What are the steps you took to solve the problem?
How does your creativity influence your decisions inside or outside the classroom? Does
your creativity relate to your major or a future career?


https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/personal-insight-questions.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/personal-insight-questions.html

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and
demonstrated that talent over time?

Things to consider: If there’s a talent or skill that you're proud of, this is the time to share it.
You don’t necessarily have to be recognized or have received awards for your talent
(although if you did and you want to talk about it, feel free to do so). Why is this talent or
skill meaningful to you?

Does the talent come naturally or have you worked hard to develop this skill or talent? Does
your talent or skill allow you opportunities in or outside the classroom? If so, what are they
and how do they fit into your schedule?

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or
worked to overcome an educational barrier you have faced.

Things to consider: An educational opportunity can be anything that has added value to
your educational experience and better prepared you for college. For example, participation
in an honors or academic enrichment program, or enrollment in an academy that’s geared
toward an occupation or a major, or taking advanced courses that interest you — just to

name a few.

If you choose to write about educational barriers you've faced, how did you overcome or
strive to overcome them? What personal characteristics or skills did you call on to
overcome this challenge? How did overcoming this barrier help shape who are you today?

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken
to overcome this challenge. How has this challenge affected your academic
achievement?

Things to consider: A challenge could be personal, or something you have faced in your
community or school. Why was the challenge significant to you? This is a good opportunity
to talk about any obstacles you've faced and what you’ve learned from the experience. Did
you have support from someone else or did you handle it alone?

If you're currently working your way through a challenge, what are you doing now, and
does that affect different aspects of your life? For example, ask yourself, “How has my life
changed at home, at my school, with my friends or with my family?”

6. Think about an academic subject that inspires you. Describe how you have furthered
this interest inside and/or outside of the classroom.

Things to consider: Many students have a passion for one specific academic subject area,
something that they just can’t get enough of. If that applies to you, what have you done to



further that interest? Discuss how your interest in the subject developed and describe any
experience you have had inside and outside the classroom — such as volunteer work,
internships, employment, summer programs, participation in student organizations and/or
clubs — and what you have gained from your involvement.

Has your interest in the subject influenced you in choosing a major and/or future career?
Have you been able to pursue coursework at a higher level in this subject (honors, AP, IB,
college or university work)? Are you inspired to pursue this subject further at UC, and how
might you do that?

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?

Things to consider: Think of community as a term that can encompass a group, team or a
place — like your high school, hometown or home. You can define community as you see fit,
just make sure you talk about your role in that community. Was there a problem that you
wanted to fix in your community?

Why were you inspired to act? What did you learn from your effort? How did your actions
benefit others, the wider community or both? Did you work alone or with others to initiate
change in your community?

8. Beyond what has already been shared in your application, what do you believe
makes you stand out as a strong candidate for admissions to the University of
California?

Things to consider: If there’s anything you want us to know about you, but didn’t find a
question or place in the application to tell us, now’s your chance. What have you not shared
with us that will highlight a skill, talent, challenge or opportunity that you think will help us
know you better?

From your point of view, what do you feel makes you an excellent choice for UC? Don’t be
afraid to brag a little.

Need more help?
e Download the worksheet for freshman applicants [PDF]

o See our writing tips & techniques



http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/files/uc-personal-questions-guide-freshman.pdf
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personal-questions/writing-tips/index.html

2026-2027 Common Application Essay Prompts

**Check the Common App Website to Verify Questions and View Additional
Informational**

https://www.commonapp.org/applv/essay-prompts

Directions: Choose ONE prompt. The word limit for the essay is 650. On the top of your
assignment, write the prompt and your word count.

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful
they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you,
then please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later
success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it
affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What
prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or
thankful in a surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal
growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all
track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want
to learn more?

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one
that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design


https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts
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Personal Statement Tips
Review this Slide Deck

Present your information and ideas in a focused, deliberate and meaningful manner. A
personal statement that is simply a list of qualities or accomplishments usually is not persuasive.
Write responses that get right to the point. These are short essays, so there is little room for
wandering. Don't worry about being abrupt — you need to get your information out there.

Use specific, concrete examples and language. Avoid generalities like "being on the track team was
fun" and go right for the details. Make sure your response directly addresses the prompt, avoid a
collection of facts or examples, and expand on — don't simply repeat — information contained in
your application.

Adhere to word restrictions. Keep to the word count as closely as you can — a few words over or
under the limit is okay, but be careful.

Ensure that the responses complete the application. The personal statement answers are an
extension of your application. They should give new information, not repeat things you've already put
in your application.

Some Advice from the Class of 2026
Start early! Especially in determining where you want to apply it would be ideal to have that done by
the time summer is over! Be organized by creating a spreadsheet of all your schools, the
requirements, the due date, etc. Go to the college office early!
Just go for it! You'll never know where you might get into. Also, your essays can be reused for multiple
schools and scholarships.
Know that getting rejected from your dream school will not be the end of your life but will lead you to
a school that was made for you.
Get started on your essays over the summer or the first semester of senior year will be very stressful.
Research niche schools that fit your liking, rather than just rejecting even the idea of a school because
you haven't heard of it before.
Ask for a letter of recommendation from the people you'd like one from as soon as you're able to!
They get busy and it's best to be towards the top of their priority list.
Start earlier than you think you have to, don't just think there is one path as there are multiple viable
options for after graduation.
Don't procrastinate on any assignments, take every class seriously. Don't fall behind because it's your
last year, make every moment count!
If you have a hobby, expand on it more because it will be something you enjoy to do and will also have
an impact on your community.
Do not worry about being rejected from colleges, you will find the right college for you.
Don't procrastinate and try to figure out what you want to do with your life and start there in order to
pick your major. Don't be stressing about it or comparing your acceptances with others and just make
sure to be proud of yourself because applying at all is an accomplishment in itself.
Make sure to have as many people read your college applications before submitting it.
For the essays and PIQs I recommend spending a lot of time brainstorming and choosing something
that is unique to you and that you are passionate about. Do not procrastinate on your college apps!!
This is what you have been working towards all of high school and it is extremely important to put in
a lot of work on your application.
[ would recommend not ignoring community college as an option. Many discredit the community
college system without realizing the advantages that come with it, especially if one is struggling
financially or is not ready to commit to a singular major. A community college gives students the
opportunities to think through their options and figuring out a solution to their issues while getting
their GED' s out the way as well.
Get started on your essays during the summer. I think the amount of work and detail I put into my
common app and PIQs really helped bring me unexpected successes. Good essays stand out in big
pools of applicants, and core kids are amazing writers!! Use it!
Do Early Action if you can! I was way less stressed out during Winter Break because [ had completed
my applications!
Make the application a reflection of you, not the persona you think colleges want.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MCQiqa5CXfr_YDGGJu24fHXwmq6V98wHjR_TY2HBShw/edit?usp=sharing

Summer Reading Literary Analysis Essay

On Friday, August 14th, you will write an in class, no notes, closed book, Literary Analysis Essay
in which you will be presented with a literary concept or idea that asks you to analyze how that
literary concept or idea of the novel contributes to an interpretation of the work as a whole (theme).
For this essay you will use Catcher in the Rye by ].D. Salinger, How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents
by Julia Alvarez, Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte or The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

This question assesses students’ ability to do the following:
e  Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.

e  Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning.
e  Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.
° Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.

Stable Prompt Wording:
The text in italics will vary by question, while the remainder of the prompt will be consistently used

in all Literary Argument Essay Questions.

[Lead that introduces some concept or idea that students will be asked to apply to a text of their
choosing.] Either from your own reading or from the list below, choose a work of fiction in which
[some aspect of the lead is addressed]. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze how [that same aspect of
the lead] contributes to an interpretation of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot.

In order to prepare for this essay, you should know:

Title and author

Key plot incidents that reveal character traits and themes

Key characters, their characteristics, and motivations

Setting(s) and their significance

Style of Narration/Point of View and its significance

Main theme(s)- Remember, themes are statements that can be proven from the text, not just
one word!

Important symbols or imagery and their significance

Two or three important quotations you could memorize or paraphrase, who says them, and
how/why they connect to the theme

ol Ooodo0dd

Common Pitfalls:
@ Providing only plot summary instead of analysis
a Providing illustrations and examples that are obvious or superficial instead of using ones
that are relevant, convincing, and insightful
d  Rambling on in vague and unsupported generalities or providing incorrect information



Scoring Rubric for Question 3: Literary Argument

6 points

I‘l:e;poml:? Scoring Criteria
Row A 0 points 1 point
Thesis For any of the following: Responds to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation of the
(0-1 points) + There is no defensible thesis. selected work.
+ The intended thesis only restates the prompt.
EEI * Theintended thesis provides a summary of the issue with
no apparent or coherent thesis.
* There is a thesis, but it does not respond fo the prompt.
Decision Rules and Scoring Notes
Responses that do not earn this point: Responses that earn this point:
*  Only restate the prompt. * Provide a defensible interpretation in response to the prompt,
» Make a generalized comment about the selected work
that doesn't respond to the prompt.
Reporting g o
Cat Y Scoring Criteria
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points
Evidence Simply restates thesis (if EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE:
AND present), repeats provided Provides evidence that is Provides some specific, Provides specific evidence to | Provides specific evidence to
Commentary | information, or offers mostly general. relevant evidence. support all claims in a line of support all claims in a line of
(0-4 points) ;;fo rmat\o: irrelevant to AND AND reasoning. reasoning.
& promp COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY: AND AND
[7.a] Summarizes the evidence Explains how some of the COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY:
but does not explain how evidence relates to the Explains how some of the Consistently explains how

Typical responses that

earn 0 points:

= Areincoherent or do not
address the prompt.

= May be just opinion with
no textual references
or references that are
irrelevant.

Additional Notes:

the evidence supports the
argument.

Typical responses that earn

1 point:

+ Tendtofocuson
overarching narrative
developments or
description of a selected
work rather than specific
details.

student's argument, but
no line of reasoning is
established, or the line of
reasoning is faulty.

Typical responses that earn

2 points:

+ Consist of a mix of
specific evidence and
broad generalities.

+ May contain some
simplistic, inaccurate, or
repetitive explanations
that don't strengthen the
argument.,

+  May make one point well
but either do not make
multiple supporting claims
or do not adequately
support more than one
claim.

* Do not explain the
connections or
progression between the
student's claims, so a line
of reasoning is not clearly
established.

evidence supports a line of
reasoning.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn

3 points:

+ Uniformly offer evidence
to support claims.

* Focus on the importance
of specific details from
the selected work to build
an interpretation.

* Organize an argument
as a line of reasoning
composed of multiple
supporting claims.

+ Commentary may fail to
integrate some evidence
or fail to support a key
claim,

the evidence supports aline
of reasoning.

Typical responses that earn

4 points:

= Uniformly offer evidence
to support claims.

= Focus on the importance
of specific details from
the selected works to
build an interpretation.

= Organize and support
an argument as a line of
reasoning composed
of multiple supporting
claims, each with
adequate evidence thatis
clearly explained.

= Writing that suffers from grammatical and/or mechanical errors that interfere with communication cannot earn the fourth point in this row.

= To earn the fourth point in this row, the response must address the interpretation of the selected work as a whole.



